On behalf of the Judges of the Jefferson County Courts, it is my
privilege to welcome you to jury service. Jury duty is one of our most
important responsibilities as citizens. Your willingness to serve is very
much appreciated.
The Constitutions of the United States and of the State of
Alabama guarantee a right to trial by jury in many civil and criminal
cases. In a jury trial, the Judge rules on the law and the jury is the
judge of the facts. After the presentation of the evidence, the Judge
will instruct you on the law to be applied in each particular case.
The jury then returns a “verdict” which means “to speak the truth.”
Verdicts should be fair and impartial.
We do our best to make efficient use of your time. We know that
you are taking time away from your families, your jobs and your lives
in order to be here. If you are given the opportunity to serve, we
hope that you will understand the importance of jury service and
encourage your family and friends to serve when summoned. Again,
thank you.

UN
IF

SSIPPI

MISSI

IA
GEORG

Jefferson County Courthouse
Courtroom 370
716 Richard Arrington, Jr. Blvd. North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

Provides this Juror Handbook

EM

Presiding Judge
Tenth Judicial Circuit
of Alabama

TA
TE

S

ELISABETH A.
FRENCH

ST

UDICIAL S
DJ
Y
IE TENNESSEE

FLORIDA

A.D. 1973
M
OF ALABA

A

JUROR
HANDBOOK

In Memory of
JOHN NATHANAEL “NAT” BRYAN, SR.
(1960 – 2008)
Attorney Nat Bryan was a zealous advocate for his clients,
a generous supporter of the Birmingham Bar Foundation, and a
devoted husband and father. His untimely death was a loss to all who
knew him.
Nat served as a Foundation officer and board member from
2004 through 2006. During that time, he worked with the Courts of
the 10th Judicial Circuit to create the first Juror Handbook published
by the Birmingham Bar Foundation. We honor Nat and his memory
by recognizing his contribution toward making jury service easier
and simpler for the citizens of Jefferson County through this Juror
Handbook as well as internet service for the Jury Assembly Room.
The mission of the Birmingham Bar Foundation is to encourage
and unify the philanthropic and educational efforts of the Birmingham
Bar Association for the betterment of our community and for the
promotion of justice. We accomplish our mission through grants,
scholarships, and programs that benefit the community and promote
access to legal services to the poor. The Foundation also engages in
philanthropic activities including projects advocating and advancing
jury service, combating domestic violence, and promoting high school
student awareness and access to the Alabama judicial system.

For more information contact:

www.jefferson.alacourt.gov

The Birmingham Bar Foundation
2021 2nd Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 251-8006, ext. 3
www.bbfound.org
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The Circuit Court of Jefferson County
Tenth Judicial Circuit of Alabama
Birmingham Division
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2. When you are summoned for jury duty, you must immediately
notify your employer in order to be excused from work. If
you are released from jury duty during the week, you must
return to work. When you are discharged from jury duty,
you will be given a Certificate of Jury Service to take to your
employer as proof of your jury service. Full time employees
are entitled to their usual compensation while serving as a
juror. A juror cannot be terminated from employment for
serving as a juror. (Ala. Act No. 2005-311.)
3. You will be paid $10 per day for jury duty along with mileage
for traveling to the Courthouse.

Park Place

JACQUELINE ANDERSON-SMITH

To qualify for jury duty one must be reputed to be honest,
intelligent, possess integrity, good character and sound
judgment. A juror must also be an American citizen who
has resided in the Birmingham Division of Jefferson County,
Alabama for at least twelve months; be over 19 years of age;
be able to read, speak and understand instructions given in
the English language; be physically and mentally capable
of serving; and not have lost the right to vote because of a
criminal conviction.
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325-5823 FAX
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			 325-5734

4. Wear comfortable clothing, but dress in a way that reflects
the seriousness of jury service.
5. No weapons, sharp objects, cameras or recording devices
are allowed in any Jefferson County Courthouse without
Court permission. Turn off all cell phones and other
electronic devices before entering a courtroom.
6. If you have an emergency, contact the Jury Assembly
Room at (205) 325-5220 or Court Administrator Bonita G.
Conley at (205) 325-5674.
7.

For your convenience, wireless internet connectivity is
available in the Jury Assembly Room. However, once you
are sent to a Court, you must discontinue your use of any
computers and mobile devices.

A JUROR’S RESPONSIBILITIES

As a juror, you have certain important responsibilities:
1.

Jurors must be prompt.

2. Jurors must give the case their undivided attention during
the trial. Listen carefully to the testimony and the Judge’s
instructions.
3. During jury selection, jurors must provide complete and
accurate answers to all questions. It is better to give too
much information than not enough.
4. Until the Judge tells the jury to begin deliberations, jurors
must not discuss the facts of the case among themselves or
with anyone. Jurors must not engage in any conversation
with anyone involved in the trial, including attorneys,
parties, or witnesses.
5. Jurors must decide the case based upon the evidence
presented during the trial. Therefore, jurors must not
conduct any independent investigation of their own, such
as visiting the scene of the incident, considering news
reports, and consulting the internet, dictionaries or other
publications.
6. Jurors must remain impartial until they have heard all the
evidence and the law. Keep an open mind until the case is
concluded.
7.

When the trial is concluded the jury will be asked to render
a verdict in accordance with the facts as determined from
the evidence and the law given to you by the Court.

8. After the trial is over, a juror is not obligated to answer
questions from the lawyers, the press or the parties. If
unwanted questions persist, you should contact the Court
immediately.

